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Welcome to Pentecost worship at Kviteseid Lutheran Church… Today we celebrate 
the gift of the Holy Spirit and the birth of the church. May we be open to the Spirit’s 
dynamic leading.   

 

Welcome and Announcements 

Opening Hymn “God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind” (vs. 1-2) ELW #400 

Introduction for the Day 

Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. 
Crossing all boundaries that would separate us, the Spirit brings the wideness of 
God’s mercy to places we least expect it—to a crowd of strangers of different lands 
and tongues, to our weak hearts. Jesus promises his disciples that they will be 
accompanied by the Holy Spirit, and that this Spirit reveals the truth. We celebrate 
that we too have been visited with this same Spirit. Guided by the truth, we join 
together in worship, and then disperse to share the fullness of Christ’s love with the 
world. 

**Confession and Forgiveness  

P Let us call on the name of the One who invites us to speak the truth about 
ourselves and our relationships and promises to show us mercy.  

C Holy and Merciful God,  
we do not know how to pray as we ought,  Rom. 8:26 
and we know too well our constant failures 
to do as you have commanded and to hold fast to your word.  
Forgive us for the divisions we nurture, guide us to your way, 
keep us in your care, and lead us into faith.  
We trust your word that the Spirit of truth 
will show us all things and grant us courage and peace. Amen. 

P People of God, body of Christ, sisters and brothers, 
the Spirit of God’s truth has come upon creation and upon you. 
Through the power of the Holy Spirit,  
in the name of Christ Jesus, our Savior,  
and by the authority of the church, 
I declare to you the complete forgiveness of your sin.  
Be at peace with one another because of God’s mercy. Amen. 

Pentecost Litany  

P From the very instant of creation, your Holy Spirit moved on the waters of 
creation, bringing to life the creative love that is God. 

Hymn  “Spirit of Gentleness” (vs. 1, R) ELW #396 
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L Even when the people were forgetful and stubborn, your Holy Spirit called to 
them to be unafraid, to follow. It led them through the desert to a land of sweet 
dwelling. 

P During all the times of fear and tumult, you sang the song of hope through the 
prophets, who called people back to you with tender forgiveness. 

Hymn  “Spirit of Gentleness” (vs. 2, R) ELW #396 

L On a dark winter night you sang your sweetest song and birthed a Savior who 
came to bring us life and witness to your love and power. 

Hymn  “Spirit of Gentleness” (vs. 3, R) ELW #396 

P At the lakeshore you called to the simple people, the fishermen, to come and 
follow you. They witnessed your miracles of healing and forgiving love. 

L When the night seemed to be the darkest, even though it was mid-day—you gave 
your Son to be a witness to your love. From His cross He forgave those who 
crucified Him and reminded a thief that paradise would be his home. 

P On the early morning, the women were startled with the news of His 
resurrection. Could it be that all He had said was true? 

L The disciples hid in fear of what others might say, think or do. They were 
astonished at his presence to them. 

P Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness, help us to dream dreams and see visions of all that is 
possible for the healing and hope for this world. 

L Help us cross lines which divide and unite to proclaim boldly that you are the 
Spirit of Absolute Love and Peace. Emblazon our spirits. Make bold our voices. 
Give joy to our hearts, for we have been called to be witnesses, even to the ends 
of the world. Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 

P Let us pray.  

C Mighty God, you breathe life into our bones, and your Spirit brings truth to 
the world. Send us this Spirit, transform us by your truth, and give us 
language to proclaim your gospel, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 

Lesson:  Acts 2:1-21 

Originally Pentecost was a Jewish thanksgiving-type festival celebrated seven weeks 
after Passover. On this particular Pentecost, however, the Holy Spirit is poured out 
upon the entire community of believers just as Jesus had promised and the scriptures 
had prophesied. Empowered by the Spirit, the entire community bears witness to 
God’s activity in multiple languages. 
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Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 

L 24How manifold are your works, O Lord!  
In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures. 

C 25Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too many to number, 
living things both small and great. 

L 26There go the ships to and fro,  
and Leviathan, which you made for the sport of it. 

C 27All of them look to you to give them their food in due season.  

L 28You give it to them; they gather it;  
you open your hand, and they are filled with good things. 

C 29When you hide your face, they are terrified;  
when you take away their breath, they die and return to their dust. 

L 30You send forth your Spirit, and they are created;  
and so you renew the face of the earth. 

C 31May the glory of the Lord endure forever;  
O Lord, rejoice in all your works.  

L 32You look at the earth and it trembles; you touch the mountains and they smoke. 

C 33I will sing to the Lord as long as I live;  
I will praise my God while I have my being. 

L 34May these words of mine please God. I will rejoice in the Lord. 

C 35bBless the Lord, O my soul. Hallelujah!  

Lesson:  Romans 8:22-27 

By pouring the Holy Spirit into our hearts, God gives us the promised first fruit of 
eternal life so that we await God’s future in hope. In the meantime, the Spirit also 
intercedes for us by carrying the prayers of our weak human hearts to God. 

Gospel Acclamation        

P The Holy Gospel according to John, the 15th and 16th chapters. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel:  John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 

While speaking to his disciples before his death, Jesus refers to the Holy Spirit as 
“the Helper” and describes the difference the Spirit will make in their lives and in 
the world. 

P The Gospel of our Lord.   

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon  
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Hymn of the Day “O Day Full of Grace”  (vs. 1, 3-4) ELW #627 

Recognition of Seniors 

Senior Blessing 

P May the Lord bless you and keep you. 
May the Lord watch over you and keep you safe. 
May the Lord guide your every step. 
May you always know of our unending support for you. 

C Amen. 

Apostles’ Creed page 105 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilot, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of the Church 

Each portion of the prayers ends with these words: 

P God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

The prayers are concluded with these words: 

P Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting 
in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord.  

C Amen. 

Offering  

Offertory Response “Create in Me a Clean Heart” ELW #186 

Offering Prayer 

C Precious Lord, we hunger for the light and strength that only the Spirit can 
bring. Feed us and strengthen us, as we learn to feed others. Fill us with the 
breath of your spirit. Use these gifts for your purpose here on earth. Amen. 
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Great Thanksgiving 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Words of Institution 

The Lord's Prayer  page 154 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

Communion Distribution 

Communion Hymns “Let Us Break Bread Together” ELW #471 

 “I Love to Tell the Story”  ELW #661 

 “Rise Up, O Saints of God!”  ELW #669 

Prayer after Communion 

P Shepherding God, 
you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with your love. 
Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness 
and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and friend. 

C Amen. 

Benediction 

P God, out of God’s great love, has created you. Jesus Christ, out of his great love, 
has redeemed you. The Holy Spirit, out of great love, has lifted and inspired you 
to go in peace and service throughout God’s world, proclaiming the good news 
of peace, love, hope, and joy to all. 

C Amen. 
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Closing Hymn “Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling ” (vs. 1-2) ELW #582 

Dismissal 

P Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
** Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word® Worship 
Companion. Copyright 2012. 

Except as noted, the liturgy is reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Copyright © 2006 Augsburg 
Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
#SAS012988. 
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